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DETAILED ACTION 
Response to Arguments 

1 . Applicant's arguments with respect to claims 2-7 and 9 have been considered but are 
moot in view of the new ground(s) of rejection. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC §103 

2. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set forth in 
section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and the prior art are 
such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the invention was made to a person 
having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. Patentability shall not be negatived by the 
manner in which the invention was made. 

3. Claims 2-7 and 9 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Yamaguchi (USPN 6,363,064) in view of Hayball et al. (USPN 6,018,625). 

4. Regarding claim 9, Yamaguchi discloses a transmission apparatus (ref A) comprising: an 
ATM/user network interface which makes a contact point with a first user network management 
system (controller of ref. B or C) which handles first resource management information 
concerning a first cell assembly and disassembly unit (ref. IB or 1C: CLAD) which is 
accommodated outside of the transmission apparatus as an external unit (Fig. 1; col. 1, line 43- 
50; and col. 2, lines 54-67); a LAN interface which makes a contact point with a second user 
network management system (controller of ref. A) which handles second resource management 
information concerning a second cell assembly and disassembly unit (ref. 1 A: CLAD) which is 
directly accommodated in the transmission apparatus (Fig. 1; col. 1, line 43-50; and col. 2, lines 
54-67); and a switch (ref 2A; col. 1, line 43-50; and col. 2, lines 54-67); wherein the 
transmission apparatus is configured to allow the first user network management system and the 
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second user network management system to communicate with each other using at least one 
logically defined resource management path permanently set in the switch (col. 2, line 67-col. 3, 
line 4 and col. 4, line 67-col. 5, line 25), and wherein the transmission apparatus further 
comprises an interface via which both the first and second resource management information can 
be sent to the first and second user network management systems (col. 2, line 67-col. 3, line 4 
and col. 4, line 67-col. 5, line 25). 

Yamaguchi does not expressly disclose an external interface which makes a contact point 
with a customer network management agent process or that the transmission apparatus is 
configured to allow the customer network management agent process, the first user network 
management system and the second user network management system to communicate with each 
other using at least one logically defined resource management path permanently set in the 
switch. However, Yamaguchi does disclose having the management systems communicate with 
each other using at least one logically defined resource management path permanently set in the 
switch (col. 2, line 67-col. 3, line 4 and col 4, line 67-col. 5, line 25). Hayball teaches, in a 
communication system, using a network management agent process in order to manage the 
operations, administration, maintenance, and provisioning of resources in a network (col. 1, line 
47-col. 2, line 9). Thus, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time 
of the invention to have an external interface which makes a contact point with a customer 
network management agent process and to have the network management agent process 
communicate with the other management systems using a PVC through the switch since network 
management agent processes are used to manage the operations, administration, maintenance, 
and provisioning of resources in a network. 
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Yamaguchi does not expressly disclose that the transmission apparatus further comprises 
an interface via which both the first and second resource management information can be sent to 
a transaction language (TL1) management subsystem which performs a facility node resource 
management in an STM transmission and a common management information service element 
(CMISE) subsystem, and can further be sent to the customer network management agent process 
and the first and second user network management systems. Hayball teaches, in a 
communication system, that TL1 is a well-known management protocol (col. 2, lines 24-29). 
Hayball also teaches that CMISE is a well-known management system (col. 2, lines 32-37). 
Finally, Hayball teaches that management system communicate with one another over a 
dedicated channel (col. 2, lines 15-21). Thus, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill 
in the art at the time of the invention to have the transmission apparatus further comprises an 
interface via which both the first and second resource management information can be sent to a 
transaction language (TL1) management subsystem which performs a facility node resource 
management and a common management information service element (CMISE) subsystem, and 
can further be sent to the customer network management agent process and the first and second 
user network management systems in order to accommodate different well-known management 
protocols in the system. 

Yamaguchi in view of Hayball does not expressly disclose that the TL1 management 
subsystem is used in an STM transmission. However, Yamaguchi in view of Hayball does 
disclose that the management systems are used to interoperate networks using different protocols 
(Hayball: col. 2, lines 8-15). Examiner takes official notice that STM is a well-known 
transmission protocol. Thus, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the 
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time of the invention to use the TL1 management system in an STM transmission since STM is a 
well-known transmission protocol 

5. Regarding claim 2, referring to claim 9, Yamaguchi in view of Hayball discloses means 
for setting a resource management information path used for resource management for a cell 
assembly and disassembly unit (Yamaguchi: col. 1, line 43-50; col. 2, lines 54-67; col. 2, line 67- 
col. 3, line 4; and col. 4, line 67-col. 5, line 25 and Hayball: col. 1, line 47-col. 2, line 9) where 
Yamaguchi discloses setting a communication path for the management system to the CLAD and 
Hayball discloses using a management system to manage resources. 

6. Regarding claim 3, referring to claim 9, Yamaguchi in view of Hayball discloses means 
for setting a resource management information path used for resource management for the first 
cell assembly and disassembly unit which is accommodated outside of the transmission 
apparatus as an external unit (Yamaguchi: col. 1, line 43-50; col. 2, lines 54-67; col. 2, line 67- 
col. 3, line 4; and col. 4, line 67-col. 5, line 25 and Hayball: col. 1, line 47-col. 2, line 9) where 
Yamaguchi discloses setting a communication path for the management system to the CLAD and 
Hayball discloses using a management system to manage resources. 

7. Regarding claim 4, referring to claim 9, Yamaguchi in view of Hayball discloses means 
for setting a resource management information path used for resource management for the 
second cell assembly and disassembly unit which is directly accommodated in the transmission 
apparatus (Yamaguchi: col. 1, line 43-50; col. 2, lines 54-67; col. 2, line 67-col. 3, line 4; and 
col. 4, line 67-col. 5, line 25 and Hayball: col. 1, line 47-col. 2, line 9) where Yamaguchi 
discloses setting a communication path for the management system to the CLAD and Hayball 
discloses using a management system to manage resources. 
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8. Regarding claim 5, referring to claim 9, Yamaguchi in view of Hayball implicitly 
discloses a controller which provides, through the resource management information path, 
information having a format understandable by the customer network management agent process 
(Hayball: col. 2, lines 8-15) where it is implicit that the format must be understandable by each 
process in order for the management system to properly function. 

9. Regarding claim 6, referring to claim 9, Yamaguchi in view of Hayball discloses a 
controller which sends information extracted from the resource management information path to 
the customer network management agent process via an external interface (Yamaguchi: col. 1, 
line 43-50; col. 2, lines 54-67; col. 2, line 67-col. 3, line 4; and col. 4, line 67-col. 5, line 25 and 
Hayball: col. 1, line 47-col. 2, line 9). 

10. Regarding claim 7, referring to claim 9, Yamaguchi in view of Hayball suggests means 
for performing a resource management of a facility node in an STM transmission and a resource 
management of a cell assembly and disassembly unit in an ATM transmission (Hayball: col. 2, 
lines 8-15) where STM is a well-known protocol. 

Conclusion 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Daniel J. Ryman whose telephone number is (571)272-3152. The 
examiner can normally be reached on Mon.-Fri. 7:00-4:30 with every other Friday off. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Huy Vu can be reached on (571)272-3155. The fax phone number for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 703-872-9306. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent 
Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published applications 
may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status information for unpublished 
applications is available through Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR 
system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR 
system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 

Daniel J. Ryman 
Qiftl Examiner 

Art Unit 2665 




HUYD.VU 
SUPERVISORY PATENT EXAMINER 
TECHNOLOGY CENTER 2600 



